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lanners of the Bus
P Rapid Transit (BRT)
corridor * ‘and. the
Delhi government have ‘a

 reason tosnile,
The .corridor has been'

given a stamp of approval by
Phillip Rode, executive di-

‘rector of Urban Age Pro-

gramme, a joint initiative of
the London School of Eco-
nomics (LSE) and Deutsche

‘Bank. The programme has

studied.urbanisation in dif-

ferent cmes actoss the world,

“I think Dethi has to think
more ratxonally In the limited
available space, buses running
in, the BRT corridor carry
more passengers than even
the Metro,” Rode said. He
was speaking at the launch of
“Integrated City Making”, the
summary of a detailed study
on urbanisation in Delhi,
Mimmbai, Kolkata and Banga-
lore, carried out by the Urban
AgeProgramme.

Chief Minister Sheila Dik-
shit was scheduled to attend
the release but couldn’tdue to

an emergency meetmg on
LPGcylinder prices..

Talking about car owners,
who have complained about
limited space on the corridor,
Rodesaid: “It is definitely go-
ing to hurt a little but Delhi
does not have an alternative.”

Rode pointed out that
Delhi does not have an effi-
cient taxi system even as cities
like New York have strength-
ened such services as part of
public transport to take pres-
sure off the roads. “We have
tounderstand that we cannot
ask people to leave behind

their cars unless we provide
the same comfort. A strong
taxi service would also reduce

parking - conflicts signifi-

cantly,” he said.

Delhi also lacks pedestrian
spaces. “T have a habit of tak-
ing astroll every evening, But
in Delhi it is impossible. The
footpaths are uneven and the

side lanes are dangerous for .

walking, I rather stay in my
hotel room than explore the
beautiful Connaught Place,”
Rode said. This despite the
fact that 32 per cent of Dethi
walks towork.
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The, Urbang Age re-
searchers have also taken a
note of the mad rush in which
the Delhi government is
building - - infrastructure
around the Capital for the up-
coming- ~ Commonwealth
Games,

“Governments in the US
and Europe are tearing dowa
flyovers even as the Dethi gov-
emmentis building them end-
lessly. The problem with such
rushed construction of infra-
structure is that quite often
you end up making wrong
choices in a hurry,” Rode said.
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